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are well known, was entrusted the command of a mixed
brigade, Asturias being made an independent command. On
July 21, some manoeuvres were held in Riosa in which was
studied the rescue of Oviedo, leaving out communication by
way of the port of Pajares, The manoeuvres were attended by
Generals Franco, Coded, and Fanjul.
The work went on uninterrupted, and the intense activity
inspired every branch of the Ministry. The Code of Military
Justice was revised, the established divisions were re-
organized, two brigades were created to protect the zone
of the Straits and the western boundary. To prepare new
officers it was agreed to reopen the General Military Acad-
emy and to train engineers specializing in the manufacture
of armaments.
The General Staff, under the impulse of the indefatigable
and dynamic Franco, was a workshop and laboratory where
the structure of the Spanish army was studied and planned
out.
In the material order everything was lacking. The min-
istry was surrounded by desolation and ruin; empty armour-
ies, old batteries, and antiquated equipment. The few bomb-
ing planes were of 1918 construction, and the bombs of five
kilograms weight. The same condition of penury prevailed
in artillery, in outfitting, in masks, and helmets.
Very little time was necessary to accomplish a complete
transformation. In the month of December a contract was
drawn up to acquire the patents of pursuit and bombing
planes, which were to be built in Guadalajara. A competition
was announced for the construction of twenty-four batteries
and the refitting of cannon and anti-aircraft guns.
The soldiers were provided with helmets, the manufac-
turing of bullets was speeded up, and in Toledo alone 350
workers were added to the personnel of the plant, with the
purpose of producing 800,000 rounds a day, A study of the